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OVERVIEW 
 
Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 
 
Provenance:  Donated by David Martinson on June 25, 1984 (Acc. 2112). 
 
Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this collection. 
 
Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection is held by the Institute. 
 
Citation:  [Identification of item]. Charles B. Erdel papers (SC 522), Institute for Regional Studies, 
North Dakota State University, Fargo. 
 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
Charles B. Erdel was born about 1878 in Pennsylvania. He would eventually move to the Fargo-
Moorhead area by 1900 and establish himself as a saloon owner on Rathskellers. He was married to 
Catherine Erdel. He died in Moorhead, Minnesota in 1956. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
Chiefly letters received by Erdel for liquor orders from individuals living in North Dakota, which was dry 
at the time. Originals salvaged from the basement of the Rathskeller Saloon, in Moorhead, prior to its 
demolition. 
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at the time. Originals salvaged from the basement of the Rathskeller Saloon, in Moorhead, prior to its 
demolition. 
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